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Beitrdge zur Wirtschafts- und Sozialgeschichte der Reichsstadt 
Frankfurt. By Friedrich Bothe. Leipzig, Duncker und Hum- 
blot, 1906. — ix, 172 pp. 

Die Entwickelung der direkten Besteuerung in der Reichsstadt 
Frankfurt bis zur Revolution 1612-1614. By Friedrich Bothe. 
(Schmoller und Sering, Staats- und sozialwissenschaftliche Forsch- 
ungen, Band xxvi, zweiter Theil.) Leipzig, Duncker und Humblot, 
1906. — xliii, 304, 215 pp. 

These books have the common purpose of laying the foundations for 
a proper understanding of the character and historical significance of 
the great popular uprising of 161 2-1614 in the city of Frankfurt. The 
title of each volume is indicative of its central aim ; but for the latter, 
a broader designation indicative not merely of its primary purpose but 
also of its broader viewpoint, would be quite in place ; for the author's 
attempt to estimate in how far a growing burden of taxation may be 
accounted responsible for the uprising of 16 12, even though it leads 
into an exhaustive study of the methods and results of taxation in 
Frankfurt during the course of the sixteenth century, is really only the 
central theme about which whole series of facts relating to the general 
economic history of Frankfurt are grouped. Brief reference to the 
author's conclusions will illustrate the inevitableness of this broader 
treatment. The tax situation in 16 12 was the immediate, inciting 
cause of the outbreak ; but, inasmuch as the burden of a tax is a rela- 
tive thing, the oppressive weight of taxation in this instance was rela- 
tive to the peculiar economic situation at the end of the sixteenth 
century. The maleficent influence of western neighbors, particularly 
the Low Countries, must be held responsible at bottom for this un- 
healthy condition which characterized not only Frankfurt, but all of 
Germany, decades before the outbreak of the Thirty Years' War. If 
this well-substantiated interpretation is an accurate one, the Fettmilch 
uprising must be regarded as of more than local historical significance 
and interest. It must be viewed as an illustration and a symptom of 
economic disorders existing in many other German cities during that 
era, the unavoidable preliminaries of the widespread conflict that fol- 
lowed some two decades thereafter. The author interestingly points 
out many parallels with modern conditions whieh, to his mind, not only 
illustrate his view of the importance of a study of the social constitu- 
tion of the cities of the late middle ages and the early modern period, 
as a key to the understanding of present economic conditions, but at 
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the same time contain a note of warning. The influence of the process 
of industrialization on the economic structure of the population, the 
trend away from agricultural activity, the rise in price of the necessi- 
ties of life (especially in the cases of dwellings and of meat), the out- 
stripping of small-scale industry by capitalistic large-scale production, 
the competition of the cheap labor of women and children, the strug- 
gles of masters and workers over the control and direction of industry, 
the tendency of workers to profit by striking on a rising market, the 
inciting and threatening of the more docile by the more restless work- 
ers, the rise of a materialistic mode of thought, the disappearance of 
good-breeding and of the proprieties of life with the sundering of the 
bonds of filial affection and authority — all these suggest parallels with 
modern conditions the significance of which cannot be carelessly thrust 
aside. Similarly, in the narrower field of taxation, Frankfurt's system 
was in its main lines not merely typical of practices widely prevailing 
in the sixteenth century, but replete as well with correspondences to 
present-day Prussian tax arrangements (as in the Wehrsteuer, the per- 
sonal declaration, the heavy penalty for fraud, etc.). The painstaking 
care of the author in breaking new ground and the richness of the 
archive materials in which he worked make the larger volume worthy 
of a high place in the notable series of which it forms a part. It is 
valuable not only for its exhaustiveness as a chapter in the history of 
taxation, but also for its interest as an essay in the economic interpre- 
tation of history. 

Roswell C. McCrea. 
The School of Philanthropy, New Vork. 

The Greatness and Decline of Rome. By G. FERRERO. 
Translated by Alfred E. Zimmern. New York, G. P. Putnam's 
Sons; London, William Heineman, 1907. — Two volumes; viii, 328 
and vi, 389 pp. 

These two volumes cover the period from the death of Sulla to the 
assassination of Caesar, and include by way of introduction a brief 
summary of earlier Roman history in five chapters. The intention of 
the author, in his own words, is to present a survey of 

the entire course of one of the most remarkable societies in history, from its 
birth to its death — from the far-distant morning when a small clan of peas- 
ants and shepherds felled the forests on the Palatine to raise altars to its 
tribal deities, down to the tragic hour in which the sun of Graeco-Italian 
civilization set over the deserted fields, the abandoned cities, the homeless, 
ignorant and brutalized peoples of Latin Europe. 



